[Prevalence of Helicobacter pylori in liver cirrhosis complicated with hepatic encephalopathy].
Hepatic encephalopathy (HE) is a frequent complication of liver cirrhosis, and plasma ammonia plays a pivotal role in its pathogenesis. Helicobacter pylori (H. pylori) urease activity is a potential source of ammonia in the stomach of patients with cirrhosis and may contribute to hyperammonemia in these patients, but conflicting data are available in the literature. The aim of our study was to evaluate the prevalence of H. pylori infection in cirrhotic patients with HE admitted in a tertiary medical center from nord-eastern region of Romania. seroprevalence of H. pylori infection in cirrhotic patients with HE did not significantly differ from cirrhotic patients without HE (51.61% vs. 48.39%). Clinical and biochemical parameters were almost similar between patients with HE H. pylori-positive and those H. pylori-negative. the prevalence of H. pylori infection in cirrhotic patients with HE is almost similar to that found in patients with liver cirrhosis without HE. Our results suggest that H. pylori infection is not an independent risk factor for HE in cirrhotic patients.